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Your Excellencies, High Commissioners, Ambassadors; 

Distinguished Guests, ladies and gentlemen, 

 

1. It is both an honor and pleasure to receive this invitation from the 

President of the Malaysian Bar to speak at the closing ceremony of 

the International Malaysia Law Conference 2016.  

 



2. I think it is still not too late to welcome each and every one of you 

to this premier law conference organized by the Malaysian Bar. To 

the foreign delegates, welcome to Malaysia. Selamat Datang! 

3. I must state for the record that the IMLC is well recognized for its 

robust discourse, the frank exchange of ideas and engaging 

interactions, particularly between the Judiciary, private and public 

sector lawyers, in-house Counsel and law academics. 

4. The events of the last 3 days have set the bar very high for the 

future, both in terms of substance and organization. This 

conference has provided a solid platform for the ASEAN 

community to recognize the tangible links between the rule of law 

and sustainable development.  For the record around 586 

participants attended this conference. We have also witnessed 

unprecedentedly high levels of participation with a significant 

number of key decision makers, academia, and civil society 

leaders from various Commonwealth jurisdictions attending this 

year’s conference. 

5. I would like to congratulate the bar for coming up with this year’s 

theme- “Challenges of an ASEAN Community: Rule of Law, 

Business and Being People-Oriented”. This theme aptly 

encapsulates our key concerns as we look towards enabling 

Malaysian lawyers to meet the rising challenges confronting the 

ASEAN community, while seizing the opportunities that are now 

available to us. This is indeed a very good opportunity to affirm, 

strengthen and celebrate the Rule of Law, democracy and human 

rights within the ASEAN region.  



6. For Malaysia, this is an opportunity for us to reaffirm our 

commitment and devotion to the Rule of Law. It is an appropriate 

topic given that it is here where the leaders of the ASEAN nations 

issued the Kuala Lumpur Declaration on a People-Oriented, 

People-Centered ASEAN at the end of the 26th ASEAN Summit 

which took place in Malaysia on April 27 2015. At this Summit, the 

ASEAN leaders agreed to continue to establish a people-oriented, 

people-centered and rules-based ASEAN Community where all 

people, stakeholders and sectors of society can contribute, and 

enjoy the benefits from a more integrated and connected 

Community. This encompasses enhanced cooperation in the 

political-security, economic and socio-cultural pillars for 

sustainable, equitable and inclusive development. 

7. The IMLC 2016 brings together lawyers, judges, experts, business 

leaders and human right defenders to give their insights into the 

many challenges faced by the ASEAN community over the course 

of three days. The 2016 IMLC provided the participants a platform 

for lively and engaging discussions on media ownership, human 

rights, independent reporting and whistle-blowing, the 

transboundary haze, freedom of religion, trafficking of persons, 

international child abduction and good practices in judging for the 

21st century. There were also robust discussions on a Framework 

for Indigenous Peoples and Gender, People with disabilities and 

children, the Trans Pacific Partnership Agreement (TPPA) and the 

harmonization of commercial laws in ASEAN. 

8. After three intensive and extremely interesting days of 

presentations, discussions and networking on various topics, it is 



my utmost pleasure to conclude this Conference by presenting to 

you a summary of what was achieved and what lies ahead. 

9. Tun Arifin’s keynote address aptly set the tone for this conference. 

Tun Arifin Zakaria in his keynote address gave us a bird’s eye view 

of where ASEAN was, where it is, and where it is headed.  While 

acknowledging the great strides that have been achieved, Tun 

Arifin outlined the challenges that lie ahead. The role of the 

judiciary was given prominence in his keynote speech and his 

lordship aptly stated that it is highly important for each member 

state of ASEAN to develop a judicial system which not only 

subscribes to the rule of law, but is at the same time, effective and 

accessible in dispensing justice to meet the demands of the 

commercial world.  

10. He emphasized that the judiciary within every ASEAN member 

state can play its part by promoting an investment friendly 

environment through its judicial reform. To this end, he highlighted 

our judicial reforms undertaken in clearing backlog of cases which 

bore fruitful results in positioning Malaysia 18th in the World 

ranking in the World Bank’s Doing Business Report 2016 and 

Global Competitiveness Report 2015-2016 by the World 

Economic Forum. 

11. Tun Arifin also spoke of the Malaysian Judiciary’s endeavors in 

promoting cooperation and mutual understanding amongst jurists 

and the study of law within the ASEAN region through its active 

participation in the ASEAN Law Association (ALA), The Council 

of ASEAN Chief Justices (CACJ), and the ASEAN Chief 

Justices Roundtable On Environment. 



12. The President of the Malaysian Bar, Mr. Steven Thiru in his 

welcoming address spoke of the 2016 IMLC’s foray into 

unchartered waters, with a theme centered in a pivotal regional 

dimension aimed at encouraging Malaysian lawyers to venture 

beyond domestic borders to the vibrant legal and business 

environments in ASEAN member nations. 

13. Steven Thiru in his welcoming address provided us a glimpse and 

shed some light on the Malaysian Bar’s Continuing Professional 

Development Scheme (CPD Scheme) which took effect from 1 

July 2016. He also spoke of the Malaysian Bar’s endeavors in 

promoting access to justice through the National Legal Aid 

Foundation. 

14. On a more serious note, Steven Thiru spoke of the new horizons 

that await us with the establishment of the ASEAN Economic 

Community (AEC). He highlighted the challenges that await the 

legal community in Malaysia, competing in the newly expended 

market. 

15. Steven Thiru made a clarion call for the preservation of the Rule of 

Law and Independence of the Malaysian Bar. He spoke of the 

controversial amendments to the Legal Profession Act.  

16. Tan Sri Razali Ismail, the Chairman of the Human Rights 

Commission of Malaysia (SUHAKAM) in his conference address 

advocated for key institutions such as a robust law-making 

assembly, an independent Judiciary, a fearless Bar, and an 

Independent National Human Rights Institution which can rise to 

the occasion to protect and fulfil the civil, political, social, economic 

and cultural rights of its people.  



17. One of the highlights of this year’s IMLC was the 4th Raja Aziz 

Addruse Memorial Lecture delivered by Ms Zainah Anwar, Director 

of Musawah on the topic “In search of Common Ground: 

Reconciling Islam and Human Rights”. She spoke on the 

contestations that have arisen in the use of Islam as a source of 

law. 

18. Tengku Dato’ Sri Zafrul Tengku Abdul Aziz, Group Chief Executive 

Officer of the CIMB Group Holdings Berhad delivered the special 

address titled “The CIMB Journey into ASEAN: Knowledge, 

Expertise and Foresight”. Dato Sri Zafrul’s illuminating address 

gave us an understanding of the workings behind the success 

story of CIMB’s expansion into ASEAN.  

19. I have it from the President of the Malaysian Bar that this year’s 

IMLC was structured on 7 plenary and 18 breakout sessions, 

featuring an impressive array of 90 dynamic speakers. The 

transboundary haze topic was also much debated after, 

understandably as this relates to the bulk of the bread-and–butter 

issues concerning regional problems faced by many ASEAN 

member countries.  

 

Distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen, 

20. Today’s event may be coming to a close but this must not mark an 

end to our future endeavors. We have created a platform for future 

dialogue and for the continued exchange of ideas. The ideas and 

ideals which have emerged over the course of these 3 days should 

seep and trickle into everyday life, beyond the scope of our ‘official 

conference’ and ‘official meetings’.  



21. We look to this conference as an ideal opportunity to bring 

together the key industry players from within and outside of 

Malaysia to learn, network and grow together in tandem with the 

developments that have and are taking place. I hope that this 

conference not only provides the opportunity for each of the 

delegates to expand their horizon of knowledge, but also serves as 

a catalyst to engender greater connectivity for members of the 

ASEAN community so as to enable ASEAN to continue to enhance 

its position worldwide. 

22. In conclusion, I wish to record my appreciation to all those who 

contributed towards putting together this Conference. It required 

considerable dedication and hard work.  

23. Please allow me to express my appreciation particularly to the 

panelists who presented very convincing arguments on both sides 

of the spectrum. We have had the privilege of the wise counsel of 

a number of eminent speakers from the Bar, Judiciary, academia, 

legal service, and NGO’s in diverse, critical and contemporary 

areas. The high-quality presentations, and the inherent scholarship 

in the papers presented, have no doubt contributed to our stock of 

knowledge and information. In this regard, all our distinguished 

speakers must be congratulated for their efforts. Their presence 

has been invaluable and, without any doubt, has helped make the 

event a great success. 

24. The Malaysian Bar deserve to be commended for their progressive 

and visionary efforts in organizing this conference. I express my 

warm thanks to Mr Steven Thiru, President of the Malaysian Bar, 

Mr HR Dipendra and Ms. Honey Tan, Co-Chairpersons of the 



IMLC 2016 and their team for their hard work. Without their 

leadership, we would not have had such a robust and forward 

looking conference.  

25. I would like to express my sincere gratitude to all the participants 

for their dedication and contribution to the Conference. We are all 

of one mind in wishing for the peace and stability to be sustained 

in the ASEAN region. 

26. We remain proud of our ASEAN heritage and history, and believe 

that our best days are still ahead of us.  As Winston Churchill 

once said, “A pessimist sees the difficulty in every 

opportunity; an optimist sees the opportunity in every 

difficulty.” 

27. After a wholly fruitful and constructive 3 day of reflection and 

evaluation I am pleased to bring the 2016 IMLC to a close. See 

you all at the next IMLC. 

 

Thank You 

 

 

 


